PLISKOVER ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

P.O. BOX 8237

PITTSBURGH, PA  15217

Nov., Dec.’05, Jan., Feb.’06

e-mail:  Pliskover@Pliskover.com
website:  www.Pliskover.com
Howdy y’all,

No, I’m not from Texas.  Just the south side of Pliskov.  My apologies for missing out on the November/December news.  My days aren’t nearly as bad as my sister’s have been.  She has been in Charles Morris Rehab., and hopes to be home soon.

To my “machuten,” Marty Silverman, I wish a speedy and permanent recovery.  Get well wishes go to Lou and Bea Port, and enjoy life in their new apartment.

Get well wishes also go to Rhea Roth, who has moved back to Pittsburgh from Florida.  She recently had back surgery, and is recuperating.  To Diane, my dear daughter, I wish better days for you.  I’m not telling you what to do, but please take it easy, you work too hard, and are you taking your medicine!  Yep, that’s me – never interfere!

Before I go any further I want to thank the following for their generous contributions towards the Kaiver Ovus fund.



Lois & Klaus Bron

Shalom & Esther Clair



Ettie Perilstein


Ron & Sheila Roth




    Reva Simon/Ed Hackman

As I have said before, it is never too late to make a contribution to honor the memory of your loved one(s).  We all appreciate the kindness of all who have contributed.  As you know, this money helps to keep our cemetery in good condition, and it’s up to all of us to help with the upkeep the best way we can.

My thoughts turn to the snow-birds in Florida.  I know you can’t wait to come back to Pittsburgh.  Hang in there, in the sunshine and heat.  We are able to hold on without you.  After all, we have the Pittsburgh Steelers to cheer us up.  Win or lose the Super Bowl, it matters not.  It’s the great playing and the good sportsmanship that has us all so proud.  Okay, it DOES matter!  Frankly, I am a little crazed with Steeler fever.  I don’t know too much about the game, but I know when to yell and when to stay quiet.  When we’re winning, I really know how to yell!!!  I just love “them Stillers.”  I know most of yunz are all the same.  Aint it wunnerful?!  I think I will watch the Super Bowl from my bed.  I don’t want to be too far away from a comfortable spot when I collapse from joy or sorrow.  Yeah, yeah, it’s just a game.  But such excitement!!  I love it!!

It was wonderful seeing Brenda (Olender) Winsberg not too long ago.  Brenda and her husband Larry were in from Atlanta, GA to move Larry’s mom from Pittsburgh to Atlanta.  We wish them all good health, and happiness.

I’m so sad to report the loss of three of our beloved members.  On January 13, Miriam (Mimi) Pearl Herman passed away, followed by Irv Shapiro on the 14th, and Burnice Lutz Valen on the 20th.  We just have to remember they are in a much better place, and have 
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joined their other loved ones in peace and comfort.  Mimi Herman, daughter of the late Abraham and Sonia Pearl, sister of the late Lois and Kenny Pearl, beloved wife of the late Albert Herman, leaves her son and daughter-in-law, Larry and Sandy, and grandson Barry.  All Pliskovers.  Irv Shapiro leaves his beloved Gloria (Rubenstein), and children Larry, Lou and Mary Lee, Paul and Lisa, and the lights of his life, Rachel, Zoe, and Nathan.  Out of the mouths of babes is a saying that little Zoe proved to be true.  She told her Nanna Gloria not to cry, because Puppa is in heaven now, and in no more pain, and no more wheelchair.  Now that is so profound from such a young person.  Burnice Lutz Valen, daughter of the late Harry and Fanny (Brody) Lutz, beloved wife of Isadore Valen, and loving mother of children Stuart and Simone Valen, Gary Valen, Lorri and Zamir Zahavi, and Adrian and Phil Schuster, and the “dividends” – her grandchildren Brian, Lindsey, Ari, Rachel, Adam, Eric and Craig.  To top this off, there are two great-grandchildren.  Her grandson Brian, has been very special to me.  I wouldn’t be on this computer if it weren’t for him.  May all the families mentioned here have peace and comfort with happy memories surrounding them always.

I recently was very happy to see my dear cousins, Ilene (Rubenstein) Milstein, and Aleen (Holtzman) Redlich.  Two beautiful, as always, young ladies.  I am definitely prejudiced!  I used to baby-sit them, and loved doing it.  That includes Brenda and Joan Olender, who later became MY sitters for my three children!

Best wishes to Larry Herman on his new position as Chief Operating Officer for the Orthopaedic Center for Spinal and Pediatric Care at Dayton’s Children’s Medical Center.  We wish much happiness to Larry and Sandy in their new home in Dayton.

I have a question for the Rubensteins in our organization.  My cousin, Len Price, son of Mary and Charles, lives in Canoga Park, CA.  He wrote me about a local TV weatherman by the name of Josh Rubenstein.  Age, around 40.  Does anyone have any knowledge about this person?  Let me know. (Address at beginning of letter, or email me at address at the end of this letter.)  Just curious if he is one of “ours.”

Pittsburgh has a new Mayor, Bob O’Connor.  He has picked a varied team to help run the city.  Yarone Zober, son of Ruth Stock Zober, and grandson of the late Belle Stock, has been named the Director of Policy.  Past jobs include:  Legislative aide for state Senator Jim Ferlo, and an attorney for two firms.  He’s been president of the Pennsylvania Young Democrats and gotten involved in political races as far afield as Allentown.  I am sure your family and friends are very proud of you, Yarone.  Best wishes to you.

Thank you Estelle Davidson for your correction to a statement I made in error.  The error was that I just didn’t know any better!  My Zadie Itzi (Isaac) Rubenstein was the UNCLE to Lazar Rubenstein, not cousin. The good news:  my members of the tribe are now really related to Lazar!  Hello to all my new cousins!!  Here is a little info from Estelle I loved hearing:  On Saturday nights the lantzmen would come and eat and drink.  Everybody would pitch in for next week’s party.  Lazar bought the drinks – buy 2 and get 1 free.  Lazar didn’t tell them about the deal, and kept the free one for himself.  Oops, this may 
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be a no-no tale out of school.   FYI:  Estelle (Schutzer) Davidson, and brother, the late Butch Schutzer, are the children of the late Rae (Rubenstein-Lazar’s daughter) and Murray Schutzer.  

Alan Siegle roughed it in Arizona to start the new year off.  He camped out at the Grosvenor Arch, down the road from Kodachrome Basin State Park in Utah New Year’s Eve.  It had snowed, and the weather was zero.  The night before he was in Bryce National Park, and before that spent some time at Zion Nat’l Park.  To view his photo-graphs, visit his homepage at http://homepage.mac.com/alansiegle    Also, let us not forget to check our own website.  According to Jared Kaufman, who set this all up, we have been getting many “hits” on our site.  (We think three/fourths are from our President, Irv Weiner! (  ()

Mazel Tov to Paula and Mort Rubin on the engagement of their son, Jared Aron Rosenthal to Jill Ann Schiffman.  They are indeed a beautiful couple.  It is so nice to have happy events to write about.  I’m so late in writing this Newsletter they may be married by now!

I need a whole page for this next announcement, but will try to condense it as best as I can.  Our own Bud Roth, husband of Eleanor, and son of the late Lil and Sam, recently received a very impressive honor.  This came about from an essay by Mary Hennings, because of the difference Bud made in the life of her young daughter who has diabetes.  The Animas Corporation and Nicole Johnson Baker presented Bud a plaque that said “Diabetes Heroes Proudly Name Bud Roth a Diabetes Hero.  Thank you for making a difference in the lives of people with diabetes.”  Presented by the above on November 2005.  (This plaque was accompanied by very generous check.)  Bud’s volunteer work at Children’s Hospital puts him in contact with young patients in need.  He spends his time in the hospital waiting room, greeting patients and their families and providing arts and crafts projects for the children while  they wait for their appointment.  This makes  the time spent at the hospital less stressful for both the children and their families.  There he met Mary Henning’s daughter who calls Bud by her favorite title:  Doctor of Art.  Mary’s essay describes Bud’s talks with her daughter about well-known people who have diabetes who prove that dreams can become real.  Mary has the perfect word for Bud Roth:  gentleman.  The Animas Corporation is a leading maker of insulin infusion pumps and related products.  Nicole Johnson Baker, Miss America 1999, is an international diabetes advocate, and author.

Since I have been writing this in bits and pieces for days, I’m happy to report, as you all know, the Steelers are now Super Bowl Champions.  I spent a hectic evening watching the game, and it ended just the way I wanted it to.  Now I can put away all my Steeler good luck charms.  The cry has been Go Steelers, and now it is Hey Champs. (  (
Another champion, in my humble estimation, is my granddaughter, Hilary Silverman.  We welcome Hilary at this time as a new member of our family organization.  Remember, you families with children who have hit the magic age of 19, get them a 
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membership with the Pliskovers.  As we have followed our parents, so must they.  Call me for an application, or just send me their names and a check for $20.  

Speaking of Hilary, and I usually do at the drop of a hat, she recently returned from a ten day visit to Israel.  This was with a group called “Birthright.”  She came home very much impressed by all she saw and did.

Another reminder to the young students we have.  Scholarships will be available to qualified high school seniors or any student already enrolled in an institution of higher learning.  These scholarships are available to any child eighteen or under of a Pliskover member, or a Pliskover, if nineteen or over.  An essay on the Pliskov immigrant experience must be submitted to the committee by APRIL 1.  For more information and an application, please contact Ann Weiner Gould by email at anngould@pliskover.com, or call her at 412-371-7757.  She and Ernie Pearl just LOVE giving away $500 to the winner(s).  As do we all. (  (
Congratulations to Jared Kaufman upon starting a new job with Core Furnace Systems in Coraopolis.  Jared’s new title is Technical Services Manager.  Core sells various types of furnaces for the steel industry; Jared’s department provides services such as performance studies, furnace tune-ups & revamps, and operator training.  If they want to know how lucky they are to have Jared, they just need to call me.  I’m not biased!  (Just a little!)

Belated but sincere best wishes to Amanda Leff for making the Dean’s list of the Uni-versity of Ohio.  Amanda is the daughter of Candy and Edward Leff, granddaughter of Ruth and Fred Leff, and great-granddaughter of the late Ida (Rubenstein) and Izzy Leff.  Great-great grandparents were the late Malka and Itzie Rubenstein.  More Mazel Tovs go out to the Leff family on  the engagement of Amanda to Justin Kish.  It’s wonderful to report simchas. (  (   (I just love finding out how to make the smiling faces!)

Another late bit of info is about Ira Clair.  Esther and Sholem are proud to tell all that son Ira came in from Chicago to “daven” for the Young Peoples Synagogue for his 20th year.

Wonderful feelings felt by everyone.

Ettie Haas is keeping herself busy at the Riverview Apartments.  She is like the Captain of a ship!  If anyone can use a goodwill ambassador, Ettie is the one.  She keeps a smile on her face, and shares it with everyone. Bless you, Ettie.  Your Pliskover genes show! (
PLEASE send your dues in by March 31st.  I personally can’t thank you enough for doing so.  Not only do I try and write a Newsletter, but as Financial Secretary it is my job to keep the records for dues payers, and remind the ones who forget to pay.  I also keep the membership list up to date, do the necessary correspondence, and make constant changes for those who have moved.  This is all very time consuming.  I couldn’t do any of this without the help of Honey Forman, Paul Weiner, and especially YOU.  

Hopefully, I will return in April.  Please send me any news you have to write about.

Love you all,  Barbara    prlsdtr@aol.com  or 412-421-0296

PLISKOVER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION INC.

P.O. BOX 8237

PITTSBURGH, PA  15217

DUES – 2006

$20 PER FAMILY, DUE NO LATER THAN MARCH 31, 2006

(INCLUDES CHILDREN UP TO AND INCLUDING 18 YEARS OF AGE)

NAME_____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP____________________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________________E-MAIL_________________________

Please return this sheet with your dues.

Thank you,

Barbara (Rubenstein) Rosenzweig

Financial Secretary


Kindly note the deadline for dues:  March 31, 2006

Remember:  Family membership includes all children through age eighteen.  If you have children who have reached the age of nineteen, they are now eligible to be a member in their own right.  

