Shalom, Pliskovers!

Happy Spring!  With the changing of the season and warmer weather starting to appear, let's catch up on all that's new with the Pliskover Association.

STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION

Last year’s membership included 193 families.  We sent out our annual dues statements in January, and dues are due to the association by April 30, 2011.  For the first time, the dues statements were generated automatically, with the use of our New Management Software.  More details below.
Over the past year, we have made several upgrades to the Pliskover Cemetery grounds.  First, a house remodeling project was completed, which updates to the kitchen, floors, and walls.  Also, at the cemetery, new cement steps and a railing were installed in an area that previously was not very easily accessible.
Our board is now comprised of fifteen loyal and hardworking board members:
· President – Irv Weiner

· Vice President – Paul Weiner
· Vice President, Financial – Ann Gould
· Vice President , Media Services – Jared Kaufman, 

· Treasurer – Cheryl Kaufman

· Recording Secretary – Honey Forman
· Corresponding Secretary – Eric Speck
· At Large Board Members – Marilyn Brody, Cookie Danovitz, Ron Gould, Ernie Pearl, Barbara Rosenzweig, Bud Roth, Kimball Rubin, Frank Rubin

This past year, the Pliskover Association contracted JW Software Services to develop a new business management software program.  The program was custom-made to meet our organization’s unique needs.  It has modules to better track our membership, dues collections, cemetery and organizational expenses, cemetery plots, and many other important details of our operations.  The program is now in full use, having been proven effective in preparing our first automatically generated dues statement letters and also for providing monthly finance statements for our board meetings.
PASSINGS

We are saddened to announce the following passings over the past several months:

Long time Pliskover Treasurer, Ron Kaufman, passed away in February, after a prolonged bout with cancer.  We all miss my dad’s kindness, warmth, caring, and sense of humor.  Ron is son of the late Ben and Ruth Kaufman, grandson of the late Eli and Pearl Weiner.  He is the brother of Bernice (Myron) Friedlander and beloved nephew of the late Faige (Whitey) Rosenson and Gerry (Jack) Lebovitz.
Also in February, Larry Tashbook, husband of Lynn Davidson Tashbook passed away after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Lynn is the daughter of Estelle and the late David J Davidson, granddaughter of the late Rae and Murray Schutzer, and great granddaughter of the late Anna and Lazar Rubenstein.

Shirley Katz, wife of the late Larry Katz, passed away in August.  She is survived by her twin brother and Board Member, Ernie Pearl.  Shirley is the daughter of the late Morris and Fannie Pearl.

Pliskover Belle Holtzman passed away in August.  Belle is the daughter of the late Henry and Rose Rubenstein and sister of the late Louis Rubenstein.  She is the mother of the late Aleen Redlich and the late Stuart Holtzman.  She is survived by her children Goldie and Ronna Holtzman, her sister Annette Katzeff, and her daughter-in-law Barbara Holtzman, as well as many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Board member Ron Gould’s sister, Rhoda Torn passed away in December.
Vern Reingold passed away in October.  Vern is survived by his wife Claire and sister Bunny and Marvin Morris.
Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Lil and Bernie Schwartz on the passing of their daughter, Sharyn Schwartz Corona, on Sunday, March 20.  Sharyn had a courageous lifetime battle of health problems, and touched many lives with her positive attitude and outlook.  May her family and friends wrap themselves in all the happy memories they shared.

UPCOMING EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE… PLISKOVER PICNIC… AUGUST 21, 2011… MONROEVILLE PARK…  It’s been a few years since our last picnic, so we are preparing to have another Pliskover Picnic this Summer.  Watch for details of this fun gathering as they become available later this spring.  We would like to thank David Forman for his bringing this to our attention and for offering to help out.  We could certainly use more help, so if you have a little time to help out with the planning and preparation, let us know.

We still hold our monthly Board Meetings on the first Monday of each Month at the Pittsburgh JCC in Squirrel Hill at 7:00.  Meetings usually last no longer than one hour.  This is a great way to learn about the inner workings of the organization.  It is also a rewarding way to give back to your community, family, and heritage.
SCHOLARSHIP

As we do each year, the Pliskover Association is offering a $500 scholarship.  This year, the scholarship will be given in honor of Ron Kaufman.  The scholarship is open to any Pliskover Member who is a High School Senior preparing to attend a post-high school degree program in the fall or to students already enrolled in such programs.  Contact Ann Gould with any questions at 412-371-7757.
BURIAL EXPENSES

Many of our members are not familiar with the costs associated with burials of our loved ones.  Your continued membership and active status ensure you of a plot on the cemetery grounds and we do our best to reserve spots near your loved ones.  However, for clarification, please know that membership does not cover the burial costs.  Of the burial costs, a small, but still significant, portion is charged by the Pliskover Association, for Opening/Closing and for Setting of the Stone.  These costs can be pre-paid, at your option.  If you are interested in this, you pay your future costs at today’s prices.  In so choosing, we will hold the funds in escrow, thus leaving your family with one less thing to worry about.  Contact any board member if this is something you would be interested in doing.
NEWS AND HAPPENINGS
· Jared Rubin promoted to 3rd line of Hockey Team and accepted to Indiana University

· Fallon Rubin was accepted into Indiana University.

· Bud Roth’s grandson serving US Armed Forces in Afghanistan

· Jared Kaufman was awarded a US Patent for a method of producing charcoal

· Wedding of Brooke Weiner to David McClure.  Proud parents are Bonnie and Paul Weiner.  Glowing Grandparents are Irv and Shirley Weiner.
· Wedding of Elizabeth Koslow to Jared Clarkson

· Henry Gorman left $500 in his will to the Pliskover Association.
· Erin Speck became engaged to Michael Berkowitz. Erin is the daughter of Eric and Cindy Speck.

· Paul and Bonnie Weiner opened a new sign business in the Pittsburgh’s Strip District.  The business is called, Signs by Tomorrow.

· Bud Roth’s son is has gone to Israel for a medical conference.
· Belle Roth, widow of our beloved Joe Roth, recently celebrated her 90th birthday.  Bless you, Belle, from our entire Board, and from all who know you, and knew Joe.
PLEA FOR SUPPORT
Please remember that the Pliskover Association board membership and participation is voluntary.  We always welcome new perspectives and ideas from the membership that will make us a better organization, whether it is in communicating with the members, improving the cemetery grounds, or organizing events.  If you are willing to give some of your time, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Also, the organization’s operations and cemetery management is all provided for by the annual dues collections and other contributions from our membership and friends.  This year’s expenditures to upgrade the house, the cemetery grounds, and the new management software were investments that came out of our budget.  Any additional monetary support you can offer is always appreciated.

CLOSING
I hope that this news update has given you some better feel for what has been taking place with the Pliskover Association over the past several months.  I apologize for taking so long to send out these news items.  I’ll try to do better next time.  But, I’ll need your help!  Send me your family news that we can share to the rest of the Pliskovers.  Thanks to Barbara Rosenzweig for her help in putting this together.  In the mean time, Happy Spring time!
Always,

Jared Kaufman

VP, Media Services

www.pliskover.com

PS-  If you are receiving this message by mistake, please alert us by sending an email to pliskover@pliskover.com.
