PLISKOVER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION INC.

P.O. BOX 8237

PITTSBURGH, PA  15217

e-mail:  Pliskover@Pliskover.com
website:  www.Pliskover.com
NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2004

Dear family and friends,

On October 11th we had our board meeting, and the election of officers and board members. The youngest guest was Brett Kaufman, held alternately by Mom Marcy, and Grandma Cheryl.  Besides Brett, it was so nice to see Florence & Frank Rubin, Miriam Fineberg, Cheryl Kaufman, Elliot Cook, Ron Gould, and Marcy Kaufman.  At our dinner dance Ann Gould’s plea to all members to consider giving some of their time to be on the Board fell on willing ears.  We are so grateful for the addition of FIVE from our wonderful organization.  In alphabetical order they are:  Elliot Cook, Ron Gould, Frank Rubin, Jordana Zober, and Shoham Zober.  The new roster is:  PRESIDENT:  Irv Weiner; VICE PRESIDENTS:  Ann Gould, Paul Weiner; TREASURER: Ron Kaufman; FINANCIAL SECRETARIES:  Barbara Rosenzweig, Jordana Zober; RECORDING SECRETARY:  Ann Gould; CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  Gloria Shapiro.  BOARD MEMBERS:  Marilyn Brody, Elliot Cook, Honey Forman, Ron Gould, Jared Kaufman, Alan G. Miller, Ernie Pearl, L. Bud Roth, Frank Rubin, Eric Speck, and Shoham Zober.  EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:  Ettie Haas, Joe Roth.   To former Board members, Bernice Friedlander, Lois Leff, Debbie Roth, and Bonny Weiner, it was a pleasure to work with you.  We are all unique in our own way, and you were part of the ingredients it takes to make special Pliskovers.

Speaking of special Pliskovers, I am so sorry to tell you of the loss of Saul Fineberg, beloved husband of Miriam (Pearl).  Saul leaves behind, but never to be forgotten, wonderful deeds done for so many.  His love for family and Judiasm affected all he came in contact with.  It was a pleasure to see him and his life partner, Miriam, at our 100-4 anniversary dinner.  The longer I am involved with Pliskovers, the more I feel my family increasing.  To Miriam, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and all those who loved Saul, may your happy memories surround you and give you comfort.

Our sympathy goes out to Debbie (Oberstein) & Stephen Winters and family, on the loss of her mother, Clara Oberstein.  Also, to the Lacov family.   One of the rewarding parts of my job is my interaction with most of our members.  I remember  nice conversations I had years ago with Debbie’s late father, Carl.  May the family enjoy happy memories from the past.  As long as a loved one’s name is mentioned, he/she is never gone.    

There is a Pliskover, but not a member of our organization, living out West, I think in California, who sent me an e-mail notice of her father’s passing.  Her name is Linda Rosen, his name was Lowell William Phillips. Lowell founded Universal Paint
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 Corporation in Los Angeles in 1936.  I believe Alan Siegle is related.  I’m enclosing this information for anyone who might be interested. 

On a happier note, congratulations to Gloria Shapiro for receiving an award from the Jewish Association on Aging (JAA) for her volunteer work at the Charles Morris Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.

Mazel Tov to Mollie Weiner on her recent Bat Mitzvah.  When I saw her picture in  the Jewish Chronicle, I wondered where the years have gone, and why so fast!!  Proud parents are Bonny & Paul Weiner, grandparents are Shirley & Irv Weiner.  Great-grandparents were Bertha & Louis Weiner.  I remember first meeting Mollie as a little girl at her school.  I told her I loved her name, and she was so pleased.  Bless you, Mollie. 

A hearty Mazel Tov goes to Shirley (Pearl) & Larry Katz on the arrival of a GREAT-grandson!!  I thought ALL grandchildren were GREAT, but it seems when it comes to grandchildren having children – THEY become the GREAT ones!!!  Rae (Weinstein) Gordon is thrilled to become a GREAT-grandmother, because daughter Ilene Fagen has recently become a GRANDmother!!!  I better take more vitamins, because I’m going to try to live to have that feeling – again.  Hey, Shirley:  how about putting down the paint brush for a time and write a show to be given by Pliskovers for Pliskovers?!  I understand you are realllllllly good at that!!!   

Best wishes go out to Ron Kaufman on the move of Penn Barrel Inc. from Liberty Avenue to 1001 Washington Blvd.  I loved the old building, as I am sure the family did.  It resembled a very, very large barrel, and was cleverly made.  Soooooooooo, if you are in need of barrels (great for storage!), don’t be over a barrel (oi vey), see Ron or Adam.  I hope they don’t sue me over this!!!!!

It was again a pleasure to be at the cemetery during Kaiver Ovus time in September.  Greeting everyone those two days:  Marilyn Brody, Honey Forman, Ann & Ron Gould, Bud Roth, Eric Speck, Irv Weiner, and yours truly.   It was a pleasure to see the families that came, including those with their young children, like Marcia & David Gordon with daughters, showing them their beloved Ray & Nissy’s resting place; and Cheryl & Ron Kaufman with grandson Jesse, visiting Jesse’s loving great-grandparents, Ruth & Ben Kaufman.  I have said how much I enjoy being among so many loved ones at the cemetery.  It always gives me a sense of peace and contentment.  But being normal, I hope, I still get a terrible sadness when I think of and remember so many loved ones that are gone.  We all can only do the best we can:  remember our dear ones with love, and live a life that makes us proud.  In doing so, we make them proud and happy, too.  Our friend, Phil Hydovitz could not be at the cemetery the first Sunday to take care of the prayers for those wishing someone to do so.  Our own Ann (Weiner) Gould very capably filled in for him.  For the people who wished prayers said for their loved ones, Ann complied in her usual competent manner.  Over the holidays Ann, again, read from  the Torah. She has been given this honor many times. Attached is the list of all the  
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contributors who have so generously given tzedakah.  If your name has been overlooked, let me know and I will add it on to the next newsletter.  To anyone who still wishes to offer tzedakah, it is not too late.  We welcome your kindness and generosity.  

To Murry Swartz who came to the cemetery with his lovely wife, Florence:  You made my MONTH with the heartwarming compliments!  As the saying goes, thanks Murry, I needed that!!  The best part of this is that now you can’t say you love to read my letter – even though you don’t know any of the names.  My cousins Annette (Rubenstein) Katzeff, and Aleen (Holtzman) Redlich say the same things!!!  To those of you who have been so complimentary of my labor of love, thank you and bless you all.

Thank you, Lanie Margolis, for your contribution to the PCA, above and beyond Kaiver Ovus.  Also, many thanks to Bernice & Myron Friedlander, Cheryl & Ron Kaufman, and Louise & Marty Silverman for their contributions in honor of the gracious services provided by Ann Gould. 

Estelle Davidson had a wonderful visit in California over the holidays.  She visited again daughter and son-in-law Lynn & Larry Tashbook.

Yvonne LaLanne & Mark Rubenstein recently celebrated Yvonne’s father’s special birthday.  Jack LaLanne is a well known celebrity in the world.  He is really a super-man, with many feats of strength to his credit.  His wonderful personality doesn’t hurt, either!!

And now on to the travels of BettyLou & Erwin Rubenstein.  He has kidded me so many times I can only trust that the following is the truth, the whole truth, etc, etc, etc.  The following may not be in the right order, but here goes.  Packing up Bentley, the dog, who thinks he is a person, Erwin & BettyLou stepped into their motor home and took off for Hullet, Wyoming.  There they stayed in a real log house, belonging to friends from Amsterdam.  Then off to Drumheller, Alberta, Banff, & Lake Louise, Canada.  Next stop (I think) was Sun Valley, Idaho.  There they stayed with friends who moved there to open up a Bagel Factory.  Now, after a respite, comes November. Erv & BettyLou are going to travel to Phoenix, AZ and visit with nephew Richard Spiegel, then on to Hot Springs, CA, then off toSan Diego, CA and be with family Harriett & Jerry Libenson.  If Joe Calig is reading this – be aware!!  Erv hopes to have you join him.  I hope you do.  I am sure you will all have a wonderful time.  Did you know that Erv used to fly his own plane? I’m impressed.

Special get well wishes to Sholem Clair, and to all who are ailing at this time.  Although Fall is here and Winter fast approaching, I am putting in an order for sunny days for all.  My request may not help, but it soitenly vouldn’t hurt!!!

Burnice & Isadore Valen’s grandson, Brian Valen,  is my personal computer guru, and one of my favorite people.  He is one of the very few young people I know who is so kind and respectful of senior citizens.  No matter how busy he is, when I call him (as I did five 
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minutes ago) he walks/talks me through my problem and saves my day.  This is Brian’s business now, so if anyone needs his help, call me for his number.

Another computer guru (especially for the Pliskover Assoc.), Jared Kaufman, had a wonderful experience a few months ago.  His employer, Bricmont, Inc. in Canonsburg, sent him to Shanghai, China to train their Benxi Iron and Steel customer on how to operate the furnaces they purchased.  Shanghai is an incredible city with lots to see and do, and they also have a prominent Jewish populaltion.  Jared was going to check for Pliskovers.  So far, no applications for membership.  I thought Moishe and Brucha Wong might have been eligible, but turned out I was wrong.  Oh well.

It was nice to visit with Sid Medgaus recently.  He came here to visit his loved ones, since he couldn’t be here for the Kaiver Ovus times.  Sid and I go back as friends during the teen-age years.  I must tell you, kinahorra, we both look well for only thirty-nine.

Regards and blessings to all from Anala (Gorman) Bieselin.  You are a delight, Anala.

Liana & Adam Kaufman are so proud of Liana’s brother – Lee Huttner.  Lee, a student  at Taylor Allderdice High School, recently won a $10,000 scholarship for his research on the neurological basis of spirituality.  Among other groups, Lee is President of Allderdice’s Key Club, and a member of the National Honor Society.  All this before going into the 11th grade!!!  

Someone once asked me what do I write about in a cemetery newsletter.  It’s not easy, folks.  I must blend the sad, happy, and some boring statistics.  There’s no comics or classified ads!  Well here’s something really happy.  Sonny & Bunny Morris are really, really happy with son Burton.  It’s old news, but for those who haven’t heard, Burton was picked to create the Olympics poster for the 2004 U.S. Summer Olympics.  That’s on the heels of 2004 Academy Awards, and the 2004 Montreux Jazz Festival posters. 

Almost forgot to extend our sympathies to Ann & Ron Gould on the passing of her brother-in-law, Allen Berman.  He was a wonderful relative AND friend to Ann, Ron, and the late Lena & Harry Weiner.  There are beautiful memories for the family to hold on to during this sad time.  That’s what keeps one going.

To Phyllis Levine, on the committee for the Pittsburgh Club Reunion Luncheon, thank you so very much for notifying me of the date, etc.  I have been to two of them in the past, and must say they were well planned, and enjoyable.  I got to meet you at the first one I went to!  At this time I have no plans to go.  I hope you enjoy every minute.  If this affair is half the success of our 100-4 reunion it should be quite a blast.

And now it’s time for me to blast off.  Please let me hear from you.  Shalom to one & all.

Barbara (Rubenstein) Rosenzweig

Kaiver Ovus Contributors:  (As of October 19, 2004)

Dorothy Augenblick

Louis & Eileen (Ruth) Baer

David & Irma Barr

Irwin & Marilyn Beck

Howard & Norma Berg

James & Neti (Anala) Bieselin

Klaus & Lois Bron

Joseph Calig

Rosella Camill

Jacob & Jean Chottiner

Sholem & Esther Clair

Michael & Judith Cohen

Pearl Cohen

Eileen (Eeny) Cook

Elliot & Valerie Cook

Scott & Tracey Cook

Estelle Davidson

Yakov Dekhtyar

Mervin & Roberta Dizenfeld

Leon & Sandra Dorfzaun

Joel & Amy Dresbold

Robert & Judy Feldman

Harold & Honey Forman

Paul & Rochelle Freedel

Myron & Bernice Friedlander

David & Marcia Gordon

Andy Gorman

Ron & Ann Gould

Herman & Dorothy Greenberg

Ettie Haas

David & Rita Hanger

Bernard Harris

Jack & Bess Henderson

Miriam Herman

James & Lois Holbrook

Bernice Ibe

Donna Katz

Jason Katz, & Sean Flynn

Jeanne Katz

Louis & Shirley Katz

Steve Rudkin/Shelly Katz

Adam & Liana Kaufman

Ron & Cheryl Kaufman

Lois Leff

Donald & Rochelle Lefkowitz

Joseph (Skip) & Eileen Levin


Contributions by Non-Members Towards

Phyllis  Levine



the Maintenance of Family Gravesites

Jerome & Harriette Libenson



Rose & Marvin Ackerman

Harriet Marks





Judith & Joseph Angello

Sidney & Betty Medgaus



Dorothy & Harold Brody

Ilene Milstein





Ruth Gerber

Alan G. Miller





Elayne & Spencer Hall

Brad J. Miller





Shelly Homsy

Ernie & Joyce Pearl




Sidney Levy



  

Ettie Perilstein





Leonard Price

Lou & Bea Port




Robin & James Rosen

Barbara Rosenzweig




Sarabelle Rudick

Buddy & Eleanor Roth



Mena Shapiro

Melvin Roth





Tamara Skirboll

Joe & Belle Roth




Cynthia & Robert Feldman

Rhea Roth





Barbara & Joel Flesch

Erwin & BettyLou Rubenstein

Leonard & Carole Rubenstein

Frank & Florence Rubin

Mort & Paula Rubin

Bernie & Lil Schwartz

Larry & Bari Servello

Irv & Gloria Shapiro

Marty & Louise Silverman

Ralph & Audrey Silverman

Ed Hackman/Reva Simon

Steven & Susan Speck

Ruth Spiegel

June Steiner

Murry & Florence Swartz

Elliot & Gerry Tanack

Lawrence & Lynn Tashbook

Isadore & Burnice Valen

Irv & Shirley Weiner

David & Diana Weissberg

Gerald & Lois Zahn

George & Lois Ziff

